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In January 1959, only a litle more than a year after the launching of Spulnik 1, the Saviet
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TOPIC OVERVIEW &

Robotics s the science of designing and bullding electro-mechanical machines that can be
programmed to perform more than one autonamous or preprogrammed function traditionally
performed by humans. Robats are designed to

T 8hed

LA

O Gonnsuaninadns

' '
a ¢ 0o W (3 a

NUNANNADINITAUNLNULRL

© iananisdudu

\iananluiive eBook AxUsINgUTIRDAIgY

< Search Results

i= Table of Contents o

Space Science Robotic Missions

Space Exploration. Kim Masters Evans. 2016 ed. Infarmation Plus Reference Series Farmington Hills, MI: Gale,
2016. p109-133.

Copyright: COPYRIGHT 2016 Gale, Cengage Leaming

11 View eBook || More Like This

| MyListen ) B )
Page 100

Space Science Robotic Missions

The Universe is an explosive, energetic and continually changing place.

—National Aeronauties and Space Administration, “Chandra's X-Ray Vision” (February 19, 2004)

Sending humans into space is expensive and risky. It takes great resources to protect and sustain
them after they leave the planet. Losing a crewed spacecraft means the loss of life. This is a high
price to pay to learn about the universe. This explains why robotic spacecraft are so vital to space
science. Since the beginning of the space age, satelites and probes have been sent out to gather
data about Earth's surroundings. The eariiest ones were rather crude in their technology. People
referred to them simply as unmanned spacecraft. Times changed, and technology improved
significantly. In the 21st century these mechanized explorers are called robotic spacecraft
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