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Historic overviewHistoric overview
• A landmark project undertaken by Elsevier 

between 1991 and 1995, together with eight 
universities, investigated ways to create a digital 
library that could make the fulfillment of those 
needs a reality. 

• More than four years later, the investment in 
resources, technology and testing came to light as 
ScienceDirect was launched.  

• Today, ScienceDirect continues to take the lead, 
thanks to the quality of the published research, 
the commitment of people around the world, and 
the advancements in technology.  

• Number of scientists that have simultaneous 
access to ScienceDirect: 10 million.



Content Content 
Nearly 8 million articles in:

Journals Over 2,000 titles 

Backfiles 2,000 titles

Reference Works 50 titles

Book Series 150 titles

New: Handbooks 7 Series (164 Volumes)

………And still growing every day……



BackfilesBackfiles
• Offer coverage from 

volume 1, issue 1 (as 
early as Year 1823)

• Articles are fully 
searchable with 
HTML summaries 
and reference lists

• Offer critical mass of 
content



The Lancet – vol 1, no. 1 1823.
Now on ScienceDirect!



New: China Collection on ScienceDirectNew: China Collection on ScienceDirect
• access to established (society) journals covering 

the expanding field of Chinese research 
• insight into groundbreaking practices and 

methodologies rarely used elsewhere 
• perspectives on the increasingly influential 

Chinese academic tradition, enhancing your 
users’ understanding of their field

Journal examples 
• Chinese Journal of Biotechnology 
• Chinese Journal of Catalysis 
• Journal of the Chinese Medical Association 
• Journal of Rare Earths



New: 2006 Reference WorksNew: 2006 Reference Works

Feb - Encyclopedia of Language & Linguistics
May - Encyclopedia of Respiratory Medicine  

Forthcoming Reference Works 
• Encyclopedia of Mathematical Physics
• Encyclopedia of Gerontology
• Comprehensive Medicinal Chemistry 
• Comprehensive Organometallic Chemistry 
• Meyler’s Side Effects of drugs

– Extensive bibliography – over 40,000 
references

– 1500 individual drug articles



New: New ScientistNew: New Scientist
From September 2006
• free access to New Scientist magazine on 

ScienceDirect
• may be purchased stand alone or part of College 

Edition
• special rate for 2007 subscriptions made before 

end 2006



Redesign: our visionRedesign: our vision

• accelerate time-to-results
• enable improved customization
• reduce need to repeat searches
• help users better focus on task at hand
• integrate more easily into digital library 

environment
• empower users to save time, be more 

efficient and more productive



Phase 1: New features August 2006Phase 1: New features August 2006

1. Redesigned browse 
• homepage, browse page and journal/book homepages 

now guide users more easily and quicker to content 
2. Personalization all personalized settings available from 

the homepage
• recent actions of a user are stored and accessible 

from the homepage
• user is able to add own favorite quick links
• remember me option to log user in automatically

3. Quick Search now serves the 4 most frequent user tasks 
from every page

• finding (new) articles in a familiar subject field
• finding author-related information
• getting an overview of a new subject field
• finding a specific article





Log in to ScienceDirectLog in to ScienceDirect

• In User Name, enter your user name. Your user 
name is case-sensitive.

• In Password, enter your password. Your password 
is case-sensitive.

• To be automatically logged in to ScienceDirect on 
this computer, select Remember me on this 
computer. 

• You will be remembered for 90 days.



Not Registered?Not Registered?

– When you login 
ScienceDirect
becomes personal

– Useful features 
include: Save 
searches, Set alerts, 
Add favorites, etc.



Register / Login (cont’d)Register / Login (cont’d)

• Creation of User Names
– Generated from names entered in the First 

Name and Family Name boxes
– All characters will be in lower case
– No spaces in the user name

• If a user attempts to register with an email 
address already known to ScienceDirect
– Elect to be emailed a User Name or Password 

reminder
– Edit the registration using another email 

address
– Register another user name on the duplicated 

email account



Redesigned HomepageRedesigned Homepage



Homepage: Recent ActionsHomepage: Recent Actions

• Track up to 100 of your most recent actions
• Includes searches made, sources and documents browsed



Homepage: Quick LinksHomepage: Quick Links
• Personalized and 

customizable
• Save time by reducing 

number of clicks to 
frequently used pages

• Improve workflow and 
productivity

• Note: Quick Links that you 
create only display if you are 
logged in to ScienceDirect.

• A maximum of 100 
ScienceDirect and 100 Web 
links can be saved.



Adding Quick Links in ScienceDirectAdding Quick Links in ScienceDirect

Save time accessing 
frequently used pages 
in ScienceDirect by 
adding them to Quick 
Links 



Save time accessing 
frequently used 
Websites by adding 
them to Quick Links 

Adding Quick Links on the WebAdding Quick Links on the Web



Browse Titles easily on Home PageBrowse Titles easily on Home Page



Browse Titles (cont’)Browse Titles (cont’)

Add to 
Favorites 
& 
Vol./Issue 
alerts

Click on 
title to go 
to journal 
homepage



Find out more about this journal:
scope, editors, how to submit an 
article, etc.

Listing of all available 
volumes and issues 

with entitlement status

Journal HomepageJournal Homepage

Article in Press:
peer-reviewed 
and accepted 
for publication, 
but not yet 
published in 
print



Author ServicesAuthor Services

Register free to:
• Submit articles
• Track publication 
progress



Redesigned Quick Search Redesigned Quick Search 

• You can use Quick Search to search for articles or 
journal and book titles. 

• Quick Search is available at the top of every page 
that has a navigation bar. 

• You can search article titles, abstracts, keywords, 
author names, journal and book titles, volume, 
issue, or page number fields. 

• Searchable content includes all available journals, 
books series, handbooks, and all subscribed 
reference works.

• Note: It is not possible to save search queries that are 
generated using Quick Search.



Journal/Book Tittle in Quick SearchJournal/Book Tittle in Quick Search



Search this Journal/BookSearch this Journal/Book

Entering terms 
in the other 
Quick Search 
fields will 
search only 
content in this
journal/book



Practice Exercise 1Practice Exercise 1

Use Quick Search to:
1) Locate any research on Avian Flu
2) Browse articles from the Journal of 

Agricultural Engineering Research
3) Find articles written by Author Boonchai

Techaumnat



More on SearchingMore on Searching

• Search Forms
• Search Modes
• Search Syntax
• Search Results
• Search Within Results
• Search History



Choose 
tab for 
form to 
search 
specific 
source

On All Sources form, you 
can choose ScienceDirect 
source to search

Search FormsSearch Forms



Basic Search 
term boxes 
accommodat
e long strings

Search Mode: BasicSearch Mode: Basic
• Searches terms, specified sources, subjects & 

year ranges
• Uses Boolean operators AND, OR, AND NOT
• Includes journal Articles in Press



Search Mode: AdvanceSearch Mode: Advance

• For more complex, complicated searches
• Provides flexibility of full Boolean 

searching
• Allows the use of:

Truncation or wildcard characters
Proximity connectors
Qualification to any data field



Advanced Search term box 
accommodates complex 
strings

Search Mode: Advance (cont’)Search Mode: Advance (cont’)
• Includes journal Articles in Press
• Uses Boolean connectors and LexisNexis search 

syntax
• Handles complex and lengthy search strings



Search Syntax (1)Search Syntax (1)

Data Field Qualification
• Used to limit searches to specific fields:

– Type the field name with the search term in 
parentheses

• eg. keywords(neurotoxin)
– Searchable bibliographic elements include:
– authors, title, journal name, abstract, keywords, 

references, full text, etc.
• Omitting a field name, searches all fields of the 

database



Search Syntax (2)Search Syntax (2)

Boolean Operators: 
AND • OR • NOT

A BAB

‘A’ AND ‘B’ : AB

eg. Intel AND Processors

A BAB

‘A’ NOT ‘B’ : A

eg. Asia NOT China

A BAB

‘A’ OR ‘B’ : A, B, AB

eg. Malaysia OR Thailand



Search Syntax (3)Search Syntax (3)
Wildcard Characters (Truncation)
• Used for variant spelling of search terms

– including suffixes:

1) ! finds a root word plus all the words made by adding 
letters to the end of it

– behav! finds behave, behavioral, behaviour, etc.

2) * replaces a character anywhere in a word, except the 
first character

– wom*n finds woman and women

– cannot use *esophagus

• Use * to hold a space for variations in spelling

– sul**ur finds sulphur and sulfur



Search Syntax (4)Search Syntax (4)
Proximity Connectors
• Used to specify how close search terms can be 

to each other in a phrase, in the same 
sentence,or in the same paragraph:

1) W/nn used to specify the number of 
words betweensearch terms:

• w represents within
– nn represents a number from 1 – 255
– eg. pain W/5 morphine
– Does not specify word order

• finds pain being treated by morphine
• and morphine being used to treat pain



Search Syntax (4)Search Syntax (4)
2) PRE/nn finds two words where the first word must 

precede the second by a specified number words
– eg. neonatal PRE/3 screening
– Does specify word order

• finds neonatal and paediatric screening
• but not screening in neonatal clinics

3) W/SEG finds words that appear in the same (title, 
keywords, references, etc.)

– eg. lesion W/SEG pancreatic
– Of limited use in ScienceDirect

• useful if searching full text and/or free text
• prefer searching specific fields



View, edit, save search

Sort results by date or  relevance

Email articles & export 
citations

Search ResultsSearch Results

Highlighted search terms 
facilitate reading 



• A list of articles, many of which are 
available
– in Summary Plus

(with bibliographic citation, abstract, article 
outline hypertext linked to the corresponding 
section in the full-text HTML format, 
thumbnail images and cited references with 
links)

– and/or full-text
(in either HTML or PDF format)

Search Results: Article Display FormatsSearch Results: Article Display Formats



• Links to content
• Links to Scopus
• Links to functions:

Search Results: Summary PlusSearch Results: Summary Plus



Search Results: Beyond Print FormatsSearch Results: Beyond Print Formats

• Colour images
– Building from January 2003, as submitted by 

authors
• Supplementary and multimedia components

– Video  (mpeg files)
– Audio  (au files)
– Spreadsheets  (xls files)
– Supplementary data  (doc files)

• Widely accepted, standard formats only



Use thumbnail image 
links in the Summary 
Plus or the HTML full-
text format

Search Results: Supplementary FilesSearch Results: Supplementary Files



44

Search Results: Multimedia DisplaySearch Results: Multimedia Display

Links available within 
the article text of  

HTML full-text format



Box searches all database fields

Search Within ResultsSearch Within Results
• Use query box on search results page
• Enter terms to refine original search query
• Use LexisNexis search syntax to specify search 

fields
• Perform unlimited number of search refinements



Activate your Search History 
from search form

You must log in or create 
username at My Profile to 
access Search History

Search HistorySearch History



Benefits of Search HistoryBenefits of Search History

Get better results by combining searches



Personalizing ScienceDirectPersonalizing ScienceDirect

• Saved Searches
• Search Alerts
• Citation Alerts
• Email Articles
• Export Articles
• Managing Alerts
• Topic Alerts



Save Your SearchSave Your Search

Save search on search results page

•Perform a search
•From the Results Page, click “Save Search” link



View Your Saved SearchesView Your Saved Searches

Go to list 
of your 
saved 
searches 
via 
“Recall 
Search”

•Go to Basic or Advance search forms

•Click on “Recall Search”



From here you can: 
- Retrieve new articles matching your saved search
- Retrieve all articles matching your search
- Change or delete each saved search

Recall or Change Saved SearchesRecall or Change Saved Searches



Search AlertsSearch Alerts
• Notify you by e-mail when stored search retrieves 

new results
• Give direct links to new search results

Alert lists articles 
matching your 
query and 
includes links 
to full text

•



Set up Search 
Alert from results 
page of a search 
in your research 
area

Set Up Search AlertsSet Up Search Alerts
•Perform a search
•From the Results Page, click “Save as Search Alert” link



Citation AlertsCitation Alerts
• Notify you by email when a Journal or Book article 

you select is cited by new articles on 
ScienceDirect

• Allow you, as an author, to track all ScienceDirect 
articles citing your article



Set up 
Citation Alerts 
from article 
pages

Set Up Citation AlertsSet Up Citation Alerts
•Perform a search
•From the article display page, click “Save as Citation Alert” link



Email Articles 
of interest in 
ScienceDirect

Email ArticlesEmail Articles



Export 
Citations to 
RIS, ASCII, and 
Refworks

Export CitationsExport Citations



Managing Alerts / Set Topic AlertsManaging Alerts / Set Topic Alerts
•Click on “Alerts” Tab
•From the managing alerts page, click “Add/Delete Topic Alerts”



Topic AlertsTopic Alerts
• Notify you by email when a new articles on a

certain topic are published on ScienceDirect



Electronic Holdings Report Electronic Holdings Report 

• Report lists 
ScienceDirect
holdings 
information 

• Subscribed, 
non-subscribed 
titles

•Click on “My Setting” Tab
•From the My Settings page, click “ScienceDirect Electronic 
Holdings Reports”



Practice Exercise 2Practice Exercise 2
• Search for articles on Bird Flu in Asia
• Locate information on Green Tea in 

Cancer Prevention
• Select a search from Search History and 

save it as a Search Alert
• Set up a topic alert for Electrical 

Engineering
• Find documents published by Yong 

Poovorawan



Top 25 Hottest Articles Top 25 Hottest Articles 
For whom
All researchers worldwide

What is it?
Free quarterly alerting service on the Top 25
most downloaded articles per journal title or
per subject area

Where
www.top25.sciencedirect.com



Keep Up to dateKeep Up to date

New Titles  
• via SD Connect Newsletter with RSS feed
• via SD New Title Alert with RSS feed
• Sign up on:  www.info.sciencedirect.com

Other alerts
• new volume/issue alert
• topic alerts
• citation alert
• search alert
• sign up on: www.sciencedirect.com



Did you know?Did you know?

• 10 million researchers worldwide have access to 
ScienceDirect.  

• At peak hours almost 5,000 researchers are 
online simultaneously.

• It takes an average of 3 seconds to find results in 
ScienceDirect.

• Since the launch over 500 million articles have 
been downloaded from ScienceDirect.

In June 2006 ScienceDirect has 
7.6 Million  full-text articles online!



Thank YouThank YouThank You

Questions?

www.info.sciencedirect.com

Questions?Questions?

www.info.sciencedirect.comwww.info.sciencedirect.com


