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Traq, a country m scuthwest Ana Tt bas been mn mdependent nation since 1932, followssg a period
after Warld War I az a mandute of Entsen

Travelers b Iraq offen gain at Sest an wpression of Aull, aknost desert ennptness, bt they soon find
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mvers of the Tagis md Evphrates, extensve siver-valley and uplind cultivation, date groves mnd gardens, pleasi focddls,
famaus ci5es, innumerakle wllages, and, & 21 wid northeast, & tangle of high mountaine

Even i lacks mintral resources, extept od, and even & s maustrial developeaent is ot far advanced and nusch of &5
agrtidire 1 unsaphisticated, Iraq is umque i the Meddle Eastm possessing ample cultivable lands, and it bas plentifl
wrabes. It engoys massve cash revenues Femn it ol Belds.

Fraq's conlzation stretches back over 6,000 years. Located in the heart of western Asia, and landlocked except for a
namrow comdor to the sea, it has always served as a transet area between ¢ast and west for tnbes,

the last as recently a2 1940- 1945 Iraqg has winessed repeated changes m and addions to s @
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