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Improving literacy skills through learning reading by writing: The iWTR method presented and
tested

Annika Agélii Genlott | Åke Grönlund
Computers & Education Volume 67, September 2013,
Learning to read and write is a basic skill that unfortunately not everybody acquires sufficiently.
Lack of teachers and time in school are some of the reasons, but in addition the enormous rise
in informational activities due to the Internet and other information technology-enabled
opportunities has made literacy skills increasingly important to ever more people. This means
literacy education must be improved so more children in the world get better chances. In order
to contribute to developing better methods for learning to read and write in early years this
study tests a new method developed to improve reading and writing learning in early ages. The
ICT (Information and communication technologies) supported “Integrated Write to Learn” (iWTR)
method lets children in 1st grade use computers and other ICT tools to write texts and
subsequently discuss and refine them together with class mates and teachers. Handwriting is
postponed to 2nd grade. While the traditional method requires students to go through two
development processes in parallel, a cognitive (learning to read and) a motor (learning to write
with a pencil), iWTR works with one process at a time, first cognitive development, then (from
grade 2) motor skills training. iWTR extends previous WTR methods by more social work
methods using a web site and peer comment for providing social meaning and feedback.The
method was tested using two test groups and two control groups (total n = 87) by systematically
measuring performance in reading and writing using standard tests in combination with
observations and student evaluation to assess social and individual effects of work methods.
The results show that while reading skills were improved considerably the biggest improvement
concerned writing skills. Students in the test group wrote longer texts with better structure,
clearer content, and a more elaborate language.
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Jeroen Bourgonjon | Frederik De Grove | Cindy De Smet | Jan Van Looy | Ronald Soetaert |
Martin Valcke
Journal
Computers & Education Volume 67, September 2013,
Abstract The adoption and the effectiveness of game-based learning depend largely on the acceptance
by classroom teachers, as they can be considered the true change agents of the schools.
Therefore, we need to understand teachers' perceptions and beliefs that underlie their
decision-making processes. The present study focuses on the factors that influence the
acceptance of commercial video games as learning tools in the classroom. A model for
describing the acceptance and predicting the uptake of commercial games by secondary
school teachers is suggested. Based on data gathered from 505 teachers, the model is tested
and evaluated. The results are then linked to previous research in the domains of technology
acceptance and game-based learning.
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Sources of Spatial Welfare Disparities in Indonesia: Household Endowments or Returns?

Emmanuel Skoufias | Sergio Olivieri
Journal of Asian Economics Available online 30 August 2013
This article investigates (i) the extent to which the differences in the standard of living among
districts in Indonesia are due to differences in the marginal welfare gains (returns) associated
with household mobile endowments or differences in household endowments themselves; and
(ii) whether the current allocation of fiscal expenditures by the central authorities is related to
the main determinants of the spatial disparities in welfare among districts. Differences in the
returns to household mobile characteristics are found to be the primary explanation of the
welfare differences. The allocation of fiscal transfers to districts is found to be based on needs
defined as low returns to household mobile endowments. This also suggests that the design of
the fiscal transfer system is consistent with promoting the opportunities for welfare across
districts as opposed to equalizing the level of welfare itself. Finally, the marginal welfare gains of
most household mobile endowments are found to be higher in districts with more roads.
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Kankesu Jayanthakumaran | Piyapong Sangkaew | Martin O’Brien
Journal of Asian Economics Available online 22 August 2013
This paper investigates trade related industrial wage premiums. The procedure involves (1)
estimating industrial wage premiums and (2) linking those estimated wage premiums to trade
related variables. Results reveal that (1) in addition to workers’ characteristics, industry
characteristics where workers are employed were important in determining the wages for
workers, (2) falling output tariffs resulted in increased wage premiums, and (3) an increase in
intermediate imports exerted a strong positive influence on wage premiums. Linked employer
and employee micro data may provide further insights which are currently not available.
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Will New Multilateral Arrangements Help Southeast Asian States Solve Illegal Fishing?

WILLIAMS, MERYL J
Contemporary Southeast Asia: A Journal of International & Strategic Affairs. Vol. 35 Issue 2
Illegal cross-border fishing is an important maritime security issue in Southeast Asia. Southeast
Asian states, along with other states with interests in the region, have created three new
multilateral fisheries- relevant arrangements of agencies with overlapping but different
memberships: the Regional Program of Action on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU)
Fishing; the ASEAN-Southeast Asia Fisheries Development Center Strategic Partnership; and
the Coral Triangle Initiative. Each of these multilateral arrangements has the potential to help
Southeast Asian states deal with fisheries-based security issues more effectively by building
polycentric coalitions and capacity. So far, however, they have had a limited impact. This is
partly because they are still principally technical support bodies rather than management
organizations. In addition, states need to make greater strides towards settling outstanding
border disputes and address fisheries overcapacity and overfishing in waters under their
jurisdiction. States are unable to address these problems adequately because the fishery sector
is typically low in national priority. Moreover, national interest in fisheries remains concentrated
on immediate food and economic needs, and, in international relations, on jurisdictional rights.
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STEENBERGEN, DIRK J.
Contemporary Southeast Asia: A Journal of International & Strategic Affairs. Vol. 35 Issue 2
Tackling illegal fishing through traditional state-centred approaches has proven difficult and
largely ineffective in the extensive maritime environment of Southeast Asia, and particularly in
the archipelagic state of Indonesia. This article focuses on the involvement of a new for-profit
actor -- a private tourism dive operator -- in addressing illegal fishing in a small island
archipelago in eastern Indonesia. The case study demonstrates that the dive operator has been
able to employ conventional enforcement methods such as patrolling and the capture of illegal
fishers, in combination with alternative approaches to addressing the root causes of illegal
fishing. It also explores the relationship of the dive operator with civil society actors, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and various state agencies involved in maritime security
and conservation governance in the area. With a particular focus on the dive operator's
relationship with government agencies, the case study shows that local governments are
collaborating with private actors and providing opportunities for new kinds of enforcement
agents since they themselves lack sufficient resources to patrol waters effectively. The dive
operator, however, operates only within a space granted by the district government, and must
invest considerably in this relationship to maintain his position.
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The Buddha on Mecca's Verandah: Encounters, Mobilities, and Histories along the MalaysianThai Border.

PAWAKAPAN, NITI
Contemporary Southeast Asia: A Journal of International & Strategic Affairs. Vol. 35 Issue 2
A review of the book "The Buddha on Mecca's Verandah: Encounters, Mobilities, and Histories
Along the Malaysian-Thai Border," by Irving Chan Johnson, is presented.
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Demetra Kalogrides | Susanna Loeb
EDUCATIONAL RESEARCHER August/September 2013 vol. 42 no. 6
The authors use administrative data from three large urban school districts to describe student
sorting within schools. Students are linked to each of their teachers and students’ classmates
are identified. There are differences in the average achievement levels, racial composition, and
socioeconomic composition of classrooms within schools. This sorting occurs even in selfcontained elementary school classrooms and is much larger than would be expected were
students assigned to classrooms randomly. Much of the racial and socioeconomic sorting is
accounted for by differences in achievement, particularly at the high school level. Classrooms
with the most low-achieving, minority, and poor students are more likely to have novice
teachers. Sorting students by achievement level exposes minority and poor students to lower
quality teachers and less resourced classmates.
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The relationship between political participation intentions of adolescents and a participatory
democratic climate at school in 35 countries

Ellen Quintelier | Marc Hooghe
Oxford Review of Education
In the literature it is expected that a participatory democratic climate is associated with civic and
political engagement intentions of adolescents. In this paper we use a three level multilevel
analysis to explore these relations: the individual, school and country level. Using data from the
International Civic and Citizenship Education Study (2009) from 35 countries, we find that the
individual student perception of a participatory democratic climate, especially openness in
classroom discussions at the individual level, is positively associated with intended political
participation. The teachers’ and principals’ perception of the participatory climate, on the other
hand, were not related to the intention to participate. In this discussion we offer some ideas on
how this individual level effect might be explained.
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Organisational legitimacy of the Singapore Ministry of Education

Cheng Yong Tan
Oxford Review of Education
This paper analyses the perceived organisational legitimacy of the Singapore Ministry of
Education (MOE) in preparing the population for work in the knowledge-based economy (KBE).
It is argued that challenges to MOE’s legitimacy are emerging with ramifications that are difficult
to ignore. These challenges relate to equipping the population with KBE attributes and
developing diverse forms of talents in students. To maintain organisational legitimacy, education
authorities need to work more closely with stakeholders to develop forward-looking learning
eco-systems in schools where teaching is professionalised, assessments are responsibly
leveraged, student talents are nurtured, and external stakeholders are involved.
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